The Sheep’s Spot

Burying the {ligluias

Lent is a very
“religious” time of year.
The paraments of on the
altar and pulpit change
to purple, crosses and
images of Jesus are
veiled in black, and the
whole church seems sub-
dued. Even the liturgy
during our Sunday morn-
ing service has changed.
Noticeably absent from
our liturgy is the word,
"Alleluia” or its close

cousin, "Hallelujah".

I once had a pastor
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who included an unusual
element in our Ash
Wednesday service. She
took the lid of f of a tube,
had everyone shout,
“Alleluia” for a few se-
conds as if we were put-
ting it in the tube. Then,
silently, she placed the lid

back on the tube, walked

outside, and buried it in
a hole in the ground. The
first time I saw her do
this, I was a bit per-
plexed. It really kind of
seemed silly and point-
less. So I asked her
about it.

She said that the word
"Alleluia” is just too joy-
ful for the season of
Lent. We are supposed
to be sorrowful and full
of repentance for the
sins that we have com-

mitted. By omitting

"Alleluia” from our litur-
gy, we turn the worship
service inward (self) in-
stead of
(praising 6od) and there-

outward

fore set the proper
mood for the entire sea-
son.

As for the burial of
the Alleluias, this took

on an even greater sig-
nificance on Easter Sun-
day, when the tube of
Alleluias was exhumed
and opened just before
the processional hymn.
“Christ the Lord is Risen
Alleluia” Like
Jesus, the Alleluias were
"Alleluia”

means, "Praise the Lord!"

Today,

resurrected.

Because of Christ's res-
urrection, we can praise
God everyday, even
though we sin just as
offen as we give God

praise.

As we continue in this
season of Lent, and as
you examine your sins
and repent of them, re-
member that it is be-
cause of Christ's sacri-
fice that we can be
called God's
One day we can stand
before the throne of
God and say, "Alleluial”

children.
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What’s Happenin® (It the Floeck This Month?

Thanks to everyone who came
out and supported this new minis-
try in January and February. It is
really starting to take off! Below
is a schedule for the month of
March, including the volunteer's
schedule. All events will take place
in the Parish House from 6:00—
7:30 PM unless otherwise noted.

March 7—Hangtime

AIR and Snacks - Amy Cicak

The 1st Sunday of the month is
hereby dedicated to chilling out.
No real agenda—just come! Talk
about what's going on in your life—
or don'tl It's up to youl Games
available.

March 14—Monster Mini Golf
Drivers - TBA

Snacks - Susan Satira

The 3rd Sunday of the month will

be a fun event held outside the
church (2nd Sunday this month
because of the Super Bible Bowl).
This month we will be playing mini
golf in the glow of a monstrous
backlight. We will meet at the
church at just before 6:00 PM and
return soon after 8:00. Drivers
needed! Cost is $5.50 per
person.

are

March 21—Super Bible Bowl
Snacks - Everyone!

Four winning teams from the Re-
gional Bible Bowls will be coming to
GSLC for the championship com-
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petition. The fun begins at
3:00 PM in our fellowship
hall with devotions at
2:45. Youth from 6SLC
are needed to help serve
the snacks. This will be
our service project for
the College
students and adults: T am
still in

month.

need of a
scorekeeper, timekeeper,
and moderator. Snacks
are needed as well: fruit
trays, veggie trays, cheese and
crackers, cookies (min. 3 doz), and
other snacks such as chips or can-
dy. Sign-up sheet is on the Educa-
tion bulletin board, or you can
email me with what kind of snacks
you plan to bring. Let me know if
you are interested!

March 28— Bible “"Un-Study”
AIR and Snacks - Kerry
Greggerson

The theme for this month is Lent.
What is the significance of this
holy season? How should we pre-
pare for Easter? This is not just
some boring Sunday School style
lesson. Be prepared for games,
jokes, and all kinds of hilarious
insanity!

FOR YOUR REFERENCE:

Lost your schedule for the cur-
rent month, want to come fo The
Flock, but have no idea what's go-
ing on? Here's a rough monthly
schedule that we are going to
stick to.

1st Week - Hangtime

2nd Week - Service Project™
3rd Week - Fun Event*

4th Week - Bible "Un-Study"”

5th Week - Special fun TBD. A
lock-in or retreat perhaps?

*These weeks are flopped for the
month of March to accommodate
Bible Bowl. These
events also may be at a different

the Super

time and place. Call me for details!




Walk of The Cross

Andre, from St. Bernadette's RC
church, has invited us to partici-
pate in a unique celebration of Ho-
ly Week. Our youth groups will be
walking together in a "Walk of the
Cross” on Monday, March 29.
Those of you who were in youth
group two years ago will remember
doing this with Jason. We will
meet at 7:30 PM at Miracle Mile
(down near Panera Bread) and to-

gether we'll walk with a cross
down Rt. 22 and up the hill to the
Old Stone Church where we will
have a brief worship service and
fellowship time with our Catholic
friends. I am really excited about
this, and hope that we can get a
great GSLC turn-out!

Jouth Fest 2010

I know we just got back from
Youth Quake, but it is time al-
ready to prepare for Youth Fest!
Youth Fest is a retreat at Luther-
lyn for youth in grades 9-12 only.

that cost like they did for Youth
Quake. T-shirts (optional) are $8
per person. I will need the forms

returned to me no later than
March 20! Checks are to be made

This year's Fest will be held from
April 16-18. The cost of the re-
treat is $100 per person, but the
church will cover a percentage of

out to the church. The exact cost
to you for the event will be deter-
mined at the next Education Com-
mittee meeting.

dpgaking of lsutherlyn...

Snow may still be on the ground,
but it is already fime to make
The

church once again has budgeted

plans for summer camp!
some money for Camperships to
help families with the cost of

summer camp. Camp Lutherlyn

brochures and Campership
application forms will be
available soon.

Parents: at least one male and pos-
sibly one female chaperone is
needed. Please let me know if you

can attend!

Lutherlyn
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"The Floek" Youth Ministries

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
4503 Old William Penn Hwy
Monroeville, PA 15146

Phone: 412-372-2934
Fax: 412-372-2437
E-mail: heather@goodshepherdlife.org

Where Lost Sheep are Found

For the “Rents

Dear Parents,

Sign up sheets are now availa-
ble on the Youth Events bul-
letin board for AIRs (Adult in
the Room),
shacks through the end of

drivers, and
May. You can also sign up by
emailing me or stopping in the
church office. Let me know
what your schedule will allow.
Thanks in advance for all of
your help! We would not be
able to do this ministry with-
out youl

VBS Preview

I have just picked out the theme
and dates for Vacation VBS this
summer, and you get to be some
of the very first to know! This

year's theme is "High Seas Expe-
dition" and will take place June
28—July 2 at GSLC.

We have always
had a large turn-out,
and this year will be
no exception! If you
can help volunteer
your  time
those dates, I need

during

station leaders, crew

leaders, actors, art-

ists, musicians, and lots of other
help. Need some Community Ser-
vice hours? Get a boat load of
Visit
www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/

them herel

goodshepherdlife for more in-

formation, and to sign-up to

help!




