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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

     Our National Independence Day, July 4, will soon be here with its picnics, fireworks, and red, white, and blue bunting.  
I have always considered myself a patriot, a person who loves and defends his country. But I have never thought of     
myself as a flag-waver, jingo, or ultra-nationalist. I want my country to be the best it can be, and that means supporting it 
when it is right and constructively correcting it when it errs.  The United States of America is not perfect, but it very well 
may be the greatest country on earth.  The USA, it seems to me, offers its citizens more rights, more privileges, and more 
opportunities than any other nation on earth.     
 

     There are many things I love about this country.  I love democracy and the rule of law.  There has always been an  
orderly transition of power from one administration to another based on election results; that does not happen in many 
countries where coups and revolts are frequent.  I love that we believe that all people are created equal, and that we are 
not born into a rigid caste system of nobles and commoners where many avenues to advancement are denied to the lowly 
of birth while privileges are lavished on the gentry.  Especially, I love that we have religious freedom.  The USA has no 
state church that it coerces its citizens to join and the state does not interfere in church affairs.   
 

     Supporting religious freedom does not mean that I think all churches and faiths are more or less the same, nor does it 
mean that I think religion should be regulated to the margins of public life.  Although I am an advocate for the Lutheran 
tradition of Christianity, I am glad that people can decide for themselves what faith to follow because I would not want to 
have a religion dictated to me against my conscience.  And I do not think that forcing people into churches would make 
them good Christians any more than forcing people into theaters would make them great actors.  True religious devotion 
cannot be coerced, and having the state get mixed up in church business has never been good for churches.  For instance, 
look at how Christianity has declined in the nations that have or had state churches in Western Europe while the church 
has grown in Africa and Asia. 
 

     The sad fact is that many countries today do not enjoy the religious freedom we Americans take for granted.  A    
popular t-shirt that bears a Christian message also says “This shirt is illegal in 52 countries,” and it is true in many nations 
one could be arrested by the government for wearing such a shirt, and in many otherwise places one would be ostracized 
and persecuted by the local people for overtly being a Christian.  Consider, for instance, how Christian believers are being 
persecuted in Burma, North Korea, parts of Nigeria, and other areas around the globe even now.  (For more information 
go to www.persecution.com.) 
 

     Our nation faces many challenges.  We Christians should pray for the strength and health of our country.  Moreover, 
we should bring our faith-based values into the public square and be advocates for justice and righteousness.  And this 
July 4, we should give special thanks for our hard-won religious freedoms. 
 

          In Christ’s service,   Pastor Eric 



 

Paper Recycling 
 

 

For some time now our congregation has had a paper recycling container.  How is it working 
out?  Very well!  For instance, in the month of May we recycled over 3 tons of paper.  That 
saved almost 10 cubic yards of landfill space, and netted the congregation a little more than 
$20.  Obviously, we are not in it for the money, although every little bit helps.  Our primary 
concern in paper recycling is caring for the God’s creation and we are doing that well.  It also 
is interesting to note how many people from our community, who are not church members, 
come to our property to recycle their paper.  Our paper recycling program makes us more visi-
ble in the community in a positive, welcoming, earth-friendly way.  Thank you for supporting 
our paper recycling program. 

 

Food Pantry Box 
 
 
The Food Pantry Donation Box is 
now located by the Library area of the 
church.  Please continue to donate 
non-perishable foods to help support 
the Cross Roads Food Pantry.  Thank 
you for your continued support of this 
ministry. 

 

Congratulations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Former member and Gateway Grad 
Jean Laurito Egan received The  
Legend Award from Alaska Airlines.  
The award is the highest award from 
the airlines.  She has 23 years service. 
 

Jean escorted passengers from a 
downed smoke filled plane in Seattle. 
 

Jean is the daughter of Irene Anderson. 

 

Thank You 
 
 
Thank you so kindly for the Prayers, Cards, and 
Phone Calls of concern in the recent weeks.  
Through the Power of Prayer The Lord has guided 
my Surgeon and Blessed me with successful  
surgery leading me on the road to recovery. 
 

   Gert Camp 

 

Thank You 
 
 
We would like to thank all who expressed their 
sympathy to us for the death of our sister, Mary 
(Mitzi) Krall.  It was deeply appreciated.  
 

   Sarah & Elsie Weber 

 

Letters to Service People 
 
 

Keep in touch with members of our congregation 
who are serving in the Armed Forces by sending 
them a note of encouragement.  If you have a loved 
one serving in the Armed Forces please share with 
us their address to publish in the newsletter and 
bulletin. 

 

        Christopher Beatty 
        777 EAS 
        APO AE  09315 



 Summer  
 

Music 
 

Schedule 
 
The Chancel Choir serves us well 
from September through May each 
year.  They need time to relax and 
rejuvenate.  For the summer, please 
consider volunteering your musical 
talent in praise of God.  Vocalists 
or instrumentalists are encouraged 
to participate.  I will help in any 
way that I can.  The sign-up sheet 
is located on the bulletin board in 
the library.  If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to contact me. 
 
Please offer your talents to God in 
this special ministry. 
 
       Doug Duca 
 

        Director of Music Ministries 

Email is a great way to communicate.  It's extremely 
convenient because I can read it or send any it any time 
of the day or night (and I tend to work on the computer 
most late at night or in the early morning hours).  Also, 
email messages don't get lost or forgotten too often be-
cause they stay right there on the computer.  However, 
every once in a great while my "spam filter" strains out 
something legitimate  When that happens, and its rare,  I 
might see whatever you sent me late if I see it at all.  If 
you email me something that requires a response and I 
don't respond in a reasonable amount of time, please try 
again or phone me or contact me some other way.  Your 
messages are important and I don't want to miss 
them.  Thank you. 
    Pastor Ash 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
 

AT THE GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH   
 
 
The ministry of Word and sacrament is foundational to our faith.  For this reason the 
church provides opportunities for those who are homebound or otherwise unable to  
attend worship to hear the Word and receive the sacrament on a regular basis. Recently 
several members of our congregation received training as Eucharistic Ministers.  These 
Eucharistic Ministers will be visiting members of our congregation, to share Holy  
Communion and pray with them, as a supplement to, not a replacement of, the pastor’s 
ministry of pastoral visitation. 
 

A typical visit will include prayer, scripture reading, Holy Communion, and  
conversation.  The Communion elements the Eucharistic Ministers will be distributing 
will have been previously consecrated by the pastor at a worship service of the church.  
In our denomination the laity do not normally consecrate Holy Communion, but there is 
a long tradition of lay people taking Holy Communion to the sick and homebound as an 
extension of the church’s liturgy.  All of our Eucharistic Ministers are faithful, friendly 
people selected from the congregational leadership and are trained for this ministry. 
 

If you know someone who would like to be visited by a Eucharistic Minister, please let 
the pastor or church office know. 

 



 

Thank You 
 
 

That was a nice Thank-you note from Ed Stoll who 
again headed up the Easter Breakfast.  He thanked 
our “Merry Men” Band for the cooking and even 
the “Roadies” (Women) for resetting the tables and 
clean up, etc.  In a recent bulletin he made gifts to 
our worship, with chancel flowers, Sunday bulletins 
and children’s bulletins. - All in celebration of 
daughter Allison’s college graduation from Hawaii 
Pacific University.  He and his family really had a 
reason to celebrate.  
 

   Jan Roth 

 

Thank You 
 

Dear Members of The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
 

What a surprise!  Thank you so much for the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of my Ordination  
and my eleven years as pastor of this congregation.  You really put a lot of effort into the party prepara-
tions.  Thank you also for your very generous gifts to me and to the Gettysburg Seminary in my honor.  
They will be put to good use. 
 

Let me affirm once again that it truly is a privilege and an honor to be the pastor of The Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church.  You are a wonderful congregation to work with and I appreciate your love and support.  
Together we are making an impact for the Good News of Jesus in our community.  My pledge to you is 
that I will remain faithful to my ordination vows, and continue to preach the gospel and administer the 
sacraments in this place as God guides me and makes me able.  I pray that God will bless us with many 
more years of ministry together. 
       In Christ’s Service, 
 
       Pastor Eric Ash 

 

Random Thoughts  
 

of a Wondering Mind 
 
 
...God Himself does not judge a man until he is 
dead.  So why should you? 
 

...Coincidence is when God chooses to  
remain anonymous. 
 

...God doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies the 
called. 
 

...God loves everyone, but probably prefers “Fruits 
of the Spirit” over “Religious Nuts.” 
 

...The task ahead of us is never as great as the 
Power behind us. 
 
                           Carol Lanzer’s email cont’d. 

 

Lutherlyn  
 

Family Camp 2009 
 

June 28– July 4 
 

 

 

Who Is Family Camp For? 
 
ALL OF US!  By God’s acceptance of all of 
us, each of us is an important part of God’s 
loving family.  Family camp is for all who 
count themselves as part of the family of God.  
So whether single, married, family, single par-
ent, or retired adult, join us as a part of the 
Lutherlyn family. 
 
Come and experience this week of fellowship 
and fun.  Relax and enjoy days filled with  
devotions, hiking, singing, crafts, swimming, 
recreation,  canoeing, and fellowship.  Luther-
lyn staff will supervise hours of educational 
and recreational activities for the entire family.  
Explore the forest on a nature hike or encounter 
God’s creation through the interactive displays 
in the nature center.  Take part in fun tourna-
ments.  Conquer the challenges of the ropes 
course or zipline.  The evenings will be packed 
with fun and surprises like campfires, a talent 
show, square dancing, a Wednesday Festival, 
worship services led by the staff, and some 
extra surprises you won’t want to miss!  For 
details please contact Lutherlyn at  
724-865-2161 or visit their website at 
www.Lutherlyn.com. 



 
 
...Happy “Springummer” friends, celebrate the newest weather season in Western PA.  No, pastor, 
this isn’t the latest “Word of the Day” from B.O. *(Fox’s Bill O’Reilly, Not Barack Obama).  The 
mercury in thermometers has been zipping up and down for over a year.  Everyone is talking about 
the weather and what to wear…two layers of clothes when you get up on a 40° May morning and 
up to 78° in the afternoon.  Hence, my new word “Springummer” - Just when did Spring merge 
with Summer?  And when can we expect “Fall-inter”?  Yes, we can all talk about the weather, but 
there is nothing we can do about it. 
 
...A special thanks to all you parents and grandparents who submitted names of our young people 
who have recently graduated.  I counted 14 of our young members and three grandchildren of the 
McCollums.  I must admit that reading the list makes me feel so much older.  Mandy Ash - she was 
6-7 years old when the Ash Family moved here…  I can remember the serious look on little Brian 
Duggan’s face when he carried the Bible up the aisle for the first time.  He was always serious 
about his part in the processional.  Amanda and Daniel Lindgren came to church as newborns in 
matching baby seats with their parents.  Eventually Don retired from the choir to sit with the twins 
while Roxanne became the lead soprano in the choir.  And then there was little Brittany Shirer, 
barely at eye-level with donuts on the table in the library.  How time flies.  We again congratulate 
our 2009 graduates. 
 
...We all heard our wonderful choir sing on June 7th for the last time until Rally Day in September.  
We will miss their guidance in the liturgy and the new hymns and the enhancement of our worship 
experience.  This also goes for the wonderful Bell Choirs.  Doug Duca, Director of Music 
Ministries, is still looking for volunteers to share their muscial talent in praise of God.  I’d 
especially enjoy a repeat of Amy’s and Darlene’s dual ringing of the bells, wouldn’t you? 
 
...June 7th was an especially busy and happy day for our congregation.  Our new Lay Parish 
worker, Heather, was introduced and will be installed in a few weeks.  Following the 10:30 service 
Pastor Ash led the dedication of our “Building Renovation”, cutting the ribbon and praising the 
architect, the workers, the renovation committee and our very own “Lay Architect Worker” (5 days 
a week) Dave Lanzer.  What started out as a discussion of the need to renovate the bathrooms grew 
into major changes in meeting rooms, four bathrooms and office spaces.  The result?  A beautiful 
job, well done. 
 
A Dedication Luncheon followed, set up and served by Church Council.  Rose Shirer, council 
secretary, and Roxanne Lindgren, President, pulled off a very, very difficult coup - fooling Pastor 
Ash.  For weeks whispered messages were passed around that the luncheon was really to honor 
pastor for his ten years (almost 11) here at The Good Shepherd and the 20th anniversary of his 
graduation from seminary.  It was a secret until he was given a flower for his lapel and a corsage for 
his wife Malanie.  A montage of pictures of his life as a pastor, a huge cake and a purse to say thank 
you for all he has done for our congregation.  For all the individuals whose lives he has touched, for 
the community and for God’s House and God’s Word. 
 
Yes, June 7, 2009, was a very special day here at TGSLC.   
 
                                      God’s Blessings to All, Jan Roth - Editor 
 

    Holy Hodge – Podge - Things Seen,  
Read and Heard,  

That May Give You Pause To Think  



 

 
 

*Yes, I know it’s a boring title. Youth, starting next month, this is your page. So, what do we call it? 
 

     Hello! I am so excited to be here! In case we haven’t been introduced yet, I’m Heather, the 
new Lay Parish Worker at the church and your new youth minister. As I write this, I’ve only 
been at the church for a few days, but I already feel like one of the luckiest people in the world. 
Not very many people can say that they just hang out with teenagers and church people all day 
and get paid for it. I love the people I’ve met (no, I don’t remember your name. Please don’t 
expect me to for at least another month or two), and I look forward to meeting everyone else. I 
hope everyone came to our first Element and Hangtime as well as VBS in June. I’m going to 
use my amazing psychic powers now and predict that we had an awesome turnout at all three 
events, and that I think we’re all going to get along just fine. Please see the schedule below for 
dates of events coming up in July, as well as some ideas that I have for relieving summer  
boredom.   

 

     A couple things that I want everyone to know about me (adults, too!): 
 

1. I welcome all and any ideas! I can’t promise we’ll do everything that you come up with, but I 
will take them all into consideration. 

2. I want you to come and talk to me. My door is always open. You can also email me, call me, 
and if you’re on Facebook you just have to friend me (I’m the only Heather Runser out there. 
Trust me, I’ve checked!) I promise that everything we talk about will be confidential. Contact 
info is below. 

3. I believe that there is no such thing as a dumb question, as long as it’s genuine, so go ahead 
and ask! Just know that as much as I’d like to, I don’t have all the answers.   

     Thanks to everyone for being so welcoming and patient with me as I learn the ropes. One 
more thing: I’m not sure what size shoe Jason wears, but I can take a pretty good guess that my 
size ten feet won’t fit in his shoes. I’m making my own tracks here. Please continue to help me 
on my way! 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 Saturday. July 18            Element           4:30 PM        Parish House 

Monday, July 20           Hangtime                      6:00 PM         Panera 
TBA                         Swim Party         TBA        Wave Pool 
                         Service Project         TBA        TBA 
                         Game Day/Night         TBA        TBA 
 

 

 
Heather can be reached in her office just off the parlor, by email at heather@goodshepherdlife.org,  

on Facebook and Twitter, or on AOL Instant Messenger: Hediru. 
  

Youth Group News* 



 

Sophie Baranuk 
Arden Court 
120 Wyngate 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Birthdate: 09/01 
 
Joanna Fest 
c/o Paul Fest 
934 Harvard Road 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Birthdate: 05/01 

 

Lois Fleming 
317 Wellness Way 
Strabane Trail Village 
Washington, PA  15301 
Phone: 724-229-8121 
Birthdate: 10/18 
 
Edna Lee 
The Cedars Room 233 
4363 Northern Pike 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-373-3900 
Birthdate: 07/30 

 

James Litzinger  
118 Kelvington Drive 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Phone: 412-372-2280 
Birthday: 07/16 
 

Edna Nield 
Beatty Point Room 232 
700 Beatty Road 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Phone: 412-373-3702 
Birthday: 11/26 

 

Calendar of Caring 
 

The Calendar of Caring emphasis for July is  
 Lutheran World Mission - World Hunger Appeal. 

 
 

· ELCA World Hunger improves the lives of people in need in the United States 
and around the world by: 

 

· Providing immediate relief for people affected by chronic hunger and poverty; 
 

· Assisting whole communities through long-term, sustainable development to help 
alleviate chronic hunger and poverty’ 

 

· Advocating for justice by changing laws and systems; 
 

· Educating members fo the ELCA in awareness of issues relating to hunger, pov-
erty and justice. 

 

These major functions of the World Hunger Program are guided by the related objec-
tives adopted at the 1987 ELCA Constituting Convention. 
 

 

We ask that you appropriately mark your green envelope  
“Lutheran World Mission - World Hunger Appeal”  

before placing your gift in the offering plate. 
 

Homebound Members Birthdays 
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Acolytes  
8:00 am 

Acolytes 
10:30 am 

 

Altar Guild Greeters  
8:00 am 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

 

Ushers 

 07/05  
 TBA 
    

07/12 
 Daniel Kun 
  

07/19 
 Jennifer Stoll 
  
07/26 
 Alex Zegar 
  

 
   

   

07/05 
 Ashly Pipes 
   
 

07/12 
 Ryan Satira 
   
 

07/19 
 Noah Krieger 
    
07/26 
 TBA 
 

  8:00 am 
  Jack & Donna 
   Whitlam 
        
10:30 am 
Bette Hamill 
Margie Short 
 

07/05 
  Julie  
   Klingelsmith 
 

07/12 
  Mark & Rose  
    Shirer 
 

07/19 
  Margaret Golick 
      

07/26 
  Rick & Diane  
    Rishel 
 

07/05 
 Jean Lewis 
    

07/12 
 Sandra McClain 
    
07/19 
 Jean & Rolf 
  Hellested 
 

07/26 
 Betsy & Don 
  Allen 

 

  8:00 am  
 Gregory Imblum 
 Andrew Imblum 
 Matthew Imblum 
 
10:30 am 
  Rolf Hellested 
  Chris Hellested 
  Brian Hellested 
     
 
 

 

Counters 

        

  Jack & Donna 
   Whitlam 
   

 Nancy Smith 
 

   
      * TBA = To Be Announced 

Serving the month of July ... 

 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES   
 

Have you signed up for your  
 

 Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend?   
 
 

What is the most important thing you can give your children?  Your own lov-
ing relationship!  Lutheran Marriage Encounter has 2 fantastic opportunities for 
ALL MARRIED COUPLES this fall to take time off from daily pressures and re-
sponsibilities to search out and discover a warmer, closer, more joyful relationship 
with each other.  This fall’s weekends are scheduled for: September 18-20 at the 
Lutheran Camp Sequanota motel-style retreat center situated in 400 beautiful 
wooded acres in Jennerstown, PA, and October 16-18 at the Radisson Hotel in 
Sharon, PA, just an hour north of Pittsburgh, where each room has a king bed and 
its own hot tub.  The weekends run from Friday night at 8 PM to Sunday at 5 PM, 
and all costs are covered by a $45.00 per couple registration fee plus a confidential 
contribution of whatever amount you choose to make toward the end of the week-
end.  Registrations are limited, so sign up today to ensure that you can attend the 
weekend of your choice.  Simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org 
and register, or for questions or if you would like a brochure with registration form 
mailed to you, contact Western PA Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, 
Fred & Julie Schamber at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.   



  

Good Shepherd  
 

 Prayer Concerns 
  

 
 
 
Service Men & Women 
Bill Davey, Joey Gross, Keith Humes, DJ Price,  
Eric Bently, Christopher Beatty (US Air Force) 
 
Births  
 
Recently Married 
 
Known To Be Hospitalized  
 
For Healing  
Laura Mansfield, Gert Camp, Chuck O’Neill, EJ Ash,  
Angela Graziano, Jason Sonnefelt, Cathy Etzel,  
Carl Motz, Sean Ging, Ivan Downs, Keith Sechrist,  
 
Recently Deceased 
Kathy Kennedy, Duane Epp, Terry Reynolds 
 
Continuing Concerns  
Jayme Kuhn, Amanda Conte, Tom Napfel,  
Joan Bradshaw, Robert Coddington, Sr,   
Robert Coddington, Jr., Katie Sechrist, Joye Hickman, 
Jaina Sapp, Carson Rudick, Frank O’Connor,  
Christina Frank,  Jen Applegate, Lorri Nixon,  
Michael Lucas, Esther Saul, Christine Wadding,  
Kristy Garcia 
 
We Also Remember Our Homebound Members  
Sophie Baranuk, Joanna Fest, Edna Lee, Edna Neild, 
Nancy Gardner, Wayne Scheutz, Merle Baron,  
Clyde Hillwig, Laura Sommer, Jim Litzinger 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

If you would like a name placed on the prayer list,  
please use the card in the pew rack  

or contact the church office. 
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