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February Letter 2009 
 

     We rang in the New Year with high expectations and maybe a touch of anxiety.  As we turned our calendars to January,   
we did so with certain hopes and fears for what 2009 might bring us.  This year in many spheres seems to be the beginning of 
a new era.   
 
     Our country has a new President.  Much is made of the fact that his father was African, but I believe we will think less 
about his ancestry and more about his policies as the new President and the American people begin to confront the persistent 
issues that concern our nation. These issues include national security and foreign policy concerns, such as the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  On the domestic front, there is the economic crisis both here and worldwide, with many people losing their jobs 
and their homes.  Other concerns include the environment, and energy, and so much more.  Wherever you stand politically, I 
am sure we can all agree that we are moving into a new era of understanding and cooperation in regards to race and class and 
partisan politics.  Hopefully we can move forward into a new era of peace and prosperity for the good of our nation and the 
world. 
 
     Here at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (TGSLC) a new era is coming too; in fact, it is here already.  Jason Tost,  
who served us as our “Lay Parish Worker” for nearly seven years, has gone back into the software industry.  Jason had a            
tremendous impact on our congregation, and he will be sorely missed.  It is the end of one era, but another era is beginning.  
We will soon be looking for a new staff person.  Also, Jason and his family will be staying at TGSLC as members, and Jason 
will continue to work with us in a number of ways as a volunteer.  So things are changing a bit, but there is still continuity. 
 
     In December our congregation voted to approve a renovation project that will make modifications to our restrooms, offices, 
and classroom space.  This will alter the way parts of our buildings look and how those parts function – we believe for the  
better.  It is a bold move to take on that kind of expense in a tough economy.  But we believe that God will provide us with the 
resources to do what He has called us to do.  This renovation project will help us to serve our church members and the       
community better and will significantly improve our building’s appearance.  The dedication of these improvements will     
signify a new era beginning for TGSLC. 
 
     This may be the beginning of a new era for our synod and our churchwide body, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America (ELCA).  Our Synod Assembly will be held in June and the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in August.  Whereas 
TGSLC has been growing over the past 10 years or so, our synod and the ELCA have been declining in membership and  
stewardship has been stagnant.   There are several issues to be discussed at these Assemblies, including a Social Statement on 
Human Sexuality. What will be decided and what will happen then is not clear, but there is likely to be controversy whichever 
way it is decided.  Whatever happens at the synod and churchwide levels, I am confident that TGSLC will remain strong in 
mission and ministry.  And please know, God willing, I plan to be here for the long haul, and I pray to be able to go on serving 
our Lord and our members in this new era, whatever it may be, as I have for more than 10 years.    
 
     We are about a month into the New Year, into this new era.  Do you see it as auspicious or ominous?  Time will tell.  But 
come what may, we have faith that God will see us through. 
 

         In Christ’s service, 
 

                   ���������	
�����



 

 
 

Are you considering helping out more at church?  If so, the Christian   
Education Committee is always looking for volunteers.  Try teaching 
one of our Sunday School, Confirmation or Adult Forum classes which 
run from September until May, Sunday mornings at 9:00.  In June, con-
sider volunteering for our Vacation Bible School program. Even in the 
off season, we need your help researching new programs, ordering mate-
rials and setting up for fall classes.  There are opportunities for serving at     
one-time events as well.  Contact Rose Shirer at rmshirer@comcast.net 
or 724-327-0482 to find out how you can join our team in providing 
faith building programs for all ages. 

 



 

 
 

 

Reflections on 2008 and 2009 
 

 
I’m writing this on Monday, January 5, 2009.  The 
New Year is still fresh and my 2009 calendar already 
has spaces filled with appointments, church activities, 
etc.  My calendar is kind of like a personal diary of 
things to do and things I have done each day.  I look 
at it every day and also have at least ten post-it notes 
scattered about the house to further jog my memory.  
Now if I could just remember to read all the notes. 
 
Every one I’ve talked to lately has said the same 
thing, “I’m glad that 2008 is over.  It was such a bad 
year.  2009 has to be better.”  It’s easy to write ahead 
2009 on about ten checks or letters so they’re cor-
rectly dated but… 
 
...No one can predict what will happen tomorrow or 
the next day.  Only God knows what will happen.  
I’ve learned through experience that it is better to just 
go One Day At A Time, because God is always with 
you - to love you,  guide you and comfort you.  
Thanks be to God. 
      
    
��������

 

Holy Hodge-Podge   
 

Things Seen, Read and Heard… 
 

...That May Give You Pause To Think… 
 
 

...Seen - So many beautiful things around the celebra-
tion of Christmas at The Good Shepherd 
Church...excited, happy children singing out to us 
during the annual Christmas program written by Pas-
tor Ash and directed by Jason...the smiles of families 
who brought their children, parents and friends to the 
Christmas Eve Services, the beautifully decorated 
sanctuary, the Moravian Star hung above the cross, 
the candle light - so many beautiful symbols to remind 
us again of God’s greatest gift of his Son Jesus.  
 
...We Read and Heard the scriptures of Christ’s hum-
ble birth - A story about this is over 2000 years old 
but new again each year.  Joy to the World. 
 
...The reception in honor of Jason Tost’s nearly seven 
years of serving as youth leader (and follower) was a 
bittersweet experience for everyone there and for 
those who couldn’t be there.  Jason, when we thought 
about your resignation we could understand your deci-
sion just by looking at Tanya, Gavin and River, and 
we are glad to know that you all will continue to come 
to the TGSLC as members of our congregation’s 
“other family.”  We all wish you and your family 
God’s Speed in your new endeavors.  Vaya Con Dios. 
 
...Though I knew that construction work was to begin 
Jan. 5th, it was still a shock to see a completely 
stripped Room 1, the mailbox moved and the tables 
set up in Room 3.  Members should watch for 
changes in room assignments and detours.  Change 
can be difficult at times.  Just remember that these 
changes will be so good in helping our congregation 
to grow and for efficiency in all that we do here at 
TGSLC. 
 
...Hopefully this Shepherd’s Staff will reach you be-
fore the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
January 25th following the 10:30 service.   It was pub-
lished in the last two editions.  As members you are 
asked to attend and vote on new council members, the 
2009 Budget and plans for new programs.  Please be 
there. 

 
With God’s guidance may we all join to go upward 
and onward,  

 

            
��������� Editor 

�

New Church Directory 
 
 

We are excited to announce that our church will be put-
ting together a new pictorial directory. Our new  
directory will be a great way to putting faces with 
names.      
 
1. Every participating family will receive a free picto-

rial directory and a free 8 x 10, and the opportunity 
to purchase portraits at a 20% savings.  A special 
savings was given for using a February date for pho-
tography. 

2. You will only have to make one visit to the church 
as you will be photographed and view your poses in 
one visit. 

3. Please stop at one of the sign up tables each Sunday 
starting January 11, 2009, to schedule your appoint-
ment.  Sigh up will be after the early church service 
and after the second church service.  The dates for 
the pictures will be on February 19, Thursday 3:00 - 
9:30, March 20, Friday 3:00 - 9:30 and March 21, 
Saturday 10:00 - 5:00. 

 
Appointments will be scheduled every 10 minutes.  
Remember the sooner you schedule your appointment, 
the more times you’ll have to choose from.  See you in 
the new directory. 
 

   The Witness Committee 





 

 
 

 

Giving Through Your Will 
 

 
 

The ELCA Foundation and the Lutheran Planned Giving program can assist members of your congregation to find ways 
to plan a gift to the ministry of the church through their estates or by lifetime gift.  Your will can be a lasting testament or 
witness to your faith.  A will which includes a bequest for the congregation and other ministries of the church can serve 
as a lasting witness to others.  Your will also can include a Christian Preamble, which reminds your family about your 
faith. 
 

The ELCA Foundation and the Lutheran Planned Giving Program can provide a copy of a Christian Preamble, and other-
wise assist you as you plan to leave a legacy for ministry.  Please contact Barbara B. Carl, Regional Gift Planner, at 724-
438-7741, or the ELCA Foundation at 1-800-638-3522 ext. 2970.  Visit the ELCA Foundation website at www.elca.org/
foundation. 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

 

Capital Campaign Kickoff 
 
 

Sunday, February 8, 2009 
 

5:00 pm (Fellowship Hall) 
 

It’s the beginning of our Capital Campaign: 
 

Keeping God’s House - Building for the Future 
 

Sign up in the narthex and bring a covered dish to share.   
 

Entertainment will be provided. 

 

Valentine Treasures 

Nancy Smith delivered  
 

29 bags of food  
 

to the  
 

Cross Roads Food Pantry  
 

on December 16, 2008. 
 

Thank you for your continued support  
of this much needed ministry.   

 

Bible Bowl Practice 
 

All  7th - 12th graders  
are invited to join our Bible Bowl Team.   

Our February practice dates are  
the 8th and 15th, in Room 3. 

The Bible Bowl will be  
held on February 22nd  

at a location to be announced. 

 

 
Valentine treasures are people who 

have often crossed your mind, 
family, friends and others, too, 
who in your life have shined 

the warmth of love or a spark of light 
that makes you remember them; 

no matter how long since you’ve actually met, 
each one is a luminous gem 

who gleams and glows in your memory, 
bringing special pleasures, 

and that’s why this Valentine comes to you: 
You’re one of those sparkling treasures! 

 
             By Joanna Fuchs, Poemsource.com 



 

 
Snow Policy  

 
 

 
 

Sunday Worship  Holy Communion on Sundays will 
go on as scheduled regardless of the weather, unless 
the government declares a state of emergency and the 
roads are closed, in which case the church will close.  
However, parishioners are urged to use their best judg-
ment and not venture out in dangerous conditions.  In 
extreme weather please pray and worship at home 
rather than risk travel.  
 
Youth Events  If on a weekday the Gateway School 
District cancels classes due to the weather, then youth 
events, including the Youth Band, are cancelled that 
day.  Regarding weekend events, please contact Pastor 
Ash. 
 
Tuesday Bible Study  If the Gateway School District 
delays or cancels classes on a Tuesday, Bible Study 
will be cancelled that day.  
 
Bell Choir Practices  If the Gateway School District 
is closed, there will be no bell choir practices.  If 
classes are delayed or the weather conditions are ques-
tionable, call Director Judy Stewart.  
 
Chancel Choir Practices  Please contact Director 
Doug Duca regarding the choir's schedule in inclement 
weather. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Keeping God’s House: What is it? 

 

 
 

In your Stewardship envelopes some envelopes are 
marked “ Keeping God’s House.”  These are intended 
for contributions to our building maintenance fund.  
Offerings received in the “Keeping God’s House” 
envelopes will be used to maintain and improve our 
church’s property.  The “Keeping God’s House”   
program began about ten years ago when the church 
needed to replace a leaky roof.  The congregation 
quickly raised $100,000 to complete that project.  
Recognizing that property concerns are ongoing, and 
that our members are committed to keeping our 
church in good repair, we continued “Keeping God’s 
House” to fund projects beyond the scope of our  
property budget.  Our congregation’s generosity has 
helped maintain the beauty and functionality of our 
buildings.  Please continue to contribute generously  
to “Keeping God’s House.” 

 

 

Altar Guild  
 

Refresher/Training Session 
 

 
Sunday, February 1, 2009 

 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Pastor Ash and Adrienne McCurry  
will conduct a refresher/training session  

for all Altar Guild members  
on Sunday, February 1, 2009, 
 after the 8:00 a.m. service.  

Your attendance at this refresher/training  
session will be greatly appreciated. 



 

 
 

 

2009 Work Teams 
3 More Weeks of Work  

 JANUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY 14 
 
 

 
 
 

This is our fourth year to send people down to the 
Gulf Coast … and this time things are different.  
Because of substantial budget cuts the people 
who worked at Camp Victor are no longer there 
... but Kendall Gordon is doing an excellent job 
as the overall coordinator.  The distribution center 
is now housed through another ministry … but 
they have converted that space into a gathering 
room for the volunteers to relax each night after a 
long day of work.  The warehouse still has tools 
and building materials … but they are not stocked 
like they were when the recovery efforts first be-
gan in 2006. 
 

Nothing can stay the same, but the need in this 
area is still great.  Only 40% of the work is com-
plete yet Camp Victor is not seeing as many vol-
unteers come into their area.  They understand 
that other parts of the country have experienced 
disasters that have affected hundreds and thou-
sands of people.  However, they are grateful for 
everyone who comes down to help rebuild lives 
and homes. 
 

And to add to their concerns, by March of this 
year, FEMA has announced that they will remove 
the remainder of the trailers.  The estimate is that 
5,000 people will become homeless as a result of 
this action.  The burden on the communities will 
become even greater. 
 

What can we do immediately? 
… Financial contributions can be sent to the 
synod office (check to Southwestern PA Synod 
and memo to 2009 Work Teams) to help offset 
the costs of the trip and building materials. 
 

… Gift cards can be given for Lowe’s (first pref-
erence) and Home Depot so that our work teams 
can purchase building materials once down there.  
Any cards left over will be given to Camp Victor 
to be used on homes after we are done. 
 

53 people went down the first week of January.  
In the next three weeks we will send close to 100 
more volunteers.  The people will work hard as 
the projects are now much more substantial.  
Please keep the people in prayer as they make 
this journey. 

 

      
 Yours in Christ – �����������������	����  

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday: 

Lent Begins February 25th 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Season of Lent begins 
 

on  
 

February 25th. 
 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

will observe 
 

Ash Wednesday with services 
 

of  
 

Holy Communion 
 

at 
 

12:00 Noon and 7:30 pm 
 

Including the imposition ashes. 



�

 
SERVICE MEN & WOMEN  
  Bill Davey, Joey Gross, Keith Humes, DJ Price, Eric Bently 
 

RECENT BIRTHS 
   Matthew Daniel McClain 
 

GENERAL  
   Grant Lucas going to Vienna for 5 years 
 

FOR HEALING  
   Jan Tucker, Mary Pasko, Jaden Coomb, Lorni Nixon, Kathy Porro, Howard McFarland,  
   Rosemary Martz, Rev. Kathleen Gahagan, Bill Hodgson, Phyllis Brady, Georgia Solomon, 
   Elizabeth Rhinehart, Joseph Gatto, Sarah Miler, Bishop Kurt Kusserow   
     
RECENTLY DECEASED 
   Rex Smith, Jr., Dolores Schantz, Kevin Jurges 
 

CONTINUING CONCERNS 
  Jayme Kuhn, Chris Wadding, Amanda Conte, Tom Napfel, Joan Bradshaw, Robert Coddington, Sr,  
  Robert Coddington, Jr., Katie Sechrist, Don Emberg, Joye Hickman, Jalina Sapp, Carson Rudick,  
  Christina Frank, Jenn Applegate 
 

WE ALSO REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS   
  Sophie Baranuk, Evelyn Edwards, Don Emberg, Lois Fleming, Joanna Fest, Clyde Hillwig,  
  Jim Litzinger, Edna Lee, Edna Neild, Marian Beam, Nancy Gardner, Wayne Scheutz 

 
 

 

 
 
 

If you would like a name placed on the prayer list,  
please use the card in the pew rack or contact the church office. 
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Serving the Month of February 
 
 

Acolytes  
8:00 am 

Acolytes 
10:30 am 

 

Altar Guild Greeters  
8:00 am 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

 

Ushers 

02/01 
  Daniel Kun 
 
02/08 
  Jordan Pogue 
 
02/15 
  TBA 
 
02/22 
  Annamarie 
    Kun 

02/01 
  TBA 
 
02/08 
  TBA 
 
02/15 
  TBA 
 
02/22 
  TBA 

8:00  
  Rose Shirer 
 
10:30 
  Marian Weihe 
  Linda Hainley 

02/01  
  Becky 
   Adromitis 
 
02/08 
  Charlene  
    Wentzel 
 
02/15 
  Agnes Sauers 
 
02/22 
  Carl Motz 

02/01 
  Irene 
   Anderson 
 

02/08 
  John & Linda 
    Hainley 
 

02/15  
  Ed & Dottie 
    Sites 
 

02/22 
  Cathy & Mark 
     Holm 

8:00 
  Carl Motz 
   Mary  
     Pasko 
   Don 
     Turowski 
 
10:30  
  Rolf  
    Hellested 
  Chris  
    Hellested 
  Brian  
    Hellested 
 

 

Counters 

    

Nancy Smith 
Jack & Donna 
  Whitlam  

* TBA = To Be Announced 

 
Homebound Members Birthdays 

 

Sophie Baranuk 
Arden Court 
120 Wyngate 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Birthdate: 09/01 
 

Joanna Fest 
c/o Paul Fest 
934 Harvard Road 
Monroeville, PA  
15146 
Birthdate: 05/01 

 

Lois Fleming 
317 Wellness Way 
Strabane Trail Village 
Washington, PA  15301 
Phone: 724-229-8121 
Birthdate: 10/18 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Edna Lee 
The Cedars Room 233 
4363 Northern Pike 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-373-3900 
Birthdate: 07/30 

 

 

James Litzinger  
118 Kelvington Drive 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-372-2280 
Birthday: 07/16 
 

Edna Nield 
Beatty Point Room 232 
700 Beatty Road 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-373-3702 
Birthday: 11/26 
 

 

L O V E 





02/01/08  Jean Metz 
  Rolf Hellested 
  Rick Rishel 
 
02/02/08  James Sechrist 
  Andrew Imblum 
  Abigail Sites 
  Heather Smarick 
 
02/03/08  Lisa Smarick 
  Allison Stoll 
 
02/04/08  Rachel Alberico 
 
02/05/08  Eileen Smeltz 
  Alexander Boston 
 
02/06/08  Jacob Innes 
 
02/08/08  Jack Ellis 
  Eric Lindgren 
  Kamryn Kurimsky 
 
02/09/08  Kathleen Roberts 
  Diane Brown 
 
02/10/08  Cheryl Anzelone 
 
02/12/08  Darlene McAllister
  Daniel Casebeer 
  David Duggan 
  William McAllister 
 
02/13/08  James Bishop 
  Dorothy Sites 
  Daniel Rencewicz Jr. 
  Eric Ash, Jr.  
  
02/14/08  Merle Barone 
  David Himes 
  Gabriela Gerhart  

02/15/08  Carol Ponist 
  Jenny Atkinson 
  Ruby Shifflett 
  Todd Winnor 
  Alexa Kreger 
 
02/16/08  Gregory Imblum 
  Richard Almes 
 
02/17/08  Jack Backus 
  Thomas Apple 
  Keely Peterson 
  Valerie Cumpston 
 
02/18/08  Amy Turowski 
   
02/19/08  Gary Hoverman 
  Molly DeSimone 
  Lyndsey Garrett 
 
02/20/08  Donald Lindgren 
  Amanda Stravers 
  Bethani Lodovico 
 
02/21/08  Michael Smith 
  Julie Edwards 
  John Edwards 
 
02/23/08  Irene Anderson 
 
02/24/08  Suzanne Meyer 
   
02/25/08  Edward Stoll 
  Debbie Berkheimer
   
02/26/08  Karen Hammer 
  Ralph Beatty 
 
02/27/08  Bill McClain 
 
02/28/08  Daniel Gerhart  

February Birthdays 
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The Shepherd’s Staff is published monthly to serve as a means of communication among members and  
friends of The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  News items, comments or letters may be submitted to the Editor. 

 

Desktop Publisher: Bernadine Zvolensky 
Editor: Jan Roth 

Volunteers: The Mailing Ladies 
 

DATED MATERIAL — DO NOT DELAY 


