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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
     Part of our congregation’s renovation project, Keeping God’s House: Building for the Future, 
includes creating a new office for the pastor.  Before moving into my new office I made an effort to 
pare down the quantity of books and papers I would be taking into the new office with me.  This was 
quite a challenge because I am a bit of a “pack rat.”  Some items I retain for reasons of frugality – 
you never know when you might have need of a Bible Study used in 2002 or a complimentary AAL 
book bag from an event in 1998 again.  Other items I keep for sentimental reasons – it is hard for me 
to discard anything that was ever a gift, even when it is broken or outdated (or starting to molder).  
And then, of course, there is my collection of crèches (Nativity scenes of various sorts: figurines, 
plates, candles, and the like.) 

     Doing this scaling back of my office and moving into the new was a little easier when I tried to think of it as 
an analogy for Lent and Easter.  Throughout life we collect all kinds of goods, to say nothing of emotional    
baggage, often more than we need and frequently more than we can manage.  The austerity of our Lenten       
discipline calls us to learn to live on less and share our savings with the poor.  Lent teaches us to let go of the 
things that bind us, both the good and the bad.  Through fasting and works of love we are blessed with a         
detachment from the things of this world and a greater hunger for the world to come.  We can more readily give 
up the things we have loved (or hated) in this life knowing that a new and better life is coming for us.   
 
     Jesus emptied himself and gave up his heavenly home to come to earth and save us.  For our sake he endured 
the temptation in the wilderness, the agony of Gethsemane, and the bitter pain of the cross.  As tortuous as these 
events were, Jesus did them lovingly so that we might be at one with him, the Father, and the Holy Spirit.  The 
Good News is that Jesus rose from the grave; death and loss are not the end of the story.  The victory he won for 
us on Easter, and the eternal life that triumph promises, was worth the sacrifice to him.  We are the beneficiaries 
of his largess and we will one day move into our new everlasting home with him, a place of unimaginable light, 
beauty, and joy. 
 
     My new office will be bright, cheery, and handsome.  I will cherish the memories of my old office – the times 
we laughed and cried there, and the faith we shared – but I can leave that behind (it is only bricks and mortar, 
after all), and look forward to the new opportunities for mission and ministry that God will create in the new  
office.  Please drop by and say “Hello!”  And if it is already a little cluttered, I am sure you will understand. 
 
      In Christ’s love and service, 
 
      Pastor Eric Ash 



Holy Week and Easter 2009 

Palm Sunday, April 5 
 Holy Communion at 8:00 and 10:30 AM – Join us as we recall  

Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem which began his Passion.  
Palms will be blessed and distributed to worshippers. 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 
 Holy Communion ay 7:30 PM – On this evening we remember  

Jesus’ commandment for his followers to love one another.  There 
will be a Foot Washing ceremony for those who desire to  
participate in it.  The service ends with the Stripping of the Altar. 

 
Good Friday, April 10 
 Our Tenebrae service at 7:30 PM recalls Jesus’ death on the cross as 

the lights lower in the sanctuary.  Sacramental elements consecrated 
the night before will be administered to those who wish to  
commune. 

    Easter Sunday, April 12 
The most festive day of the year is celebrated with 
Holy Communion at 8:00 and 10:30 AM.  There 
will be no Sunday School classes on this day as 
everyone is invited to a free breakfast (a good will 
offering will be received) in the Fellowship Hall.  
Bring all your family and friends and come early. 



 

Homebound  
Members Birthdays 

 
 

Sophie Baranuk 
Arden Court 
120 Wyngate 

Monroeville, PA  15146 
Birthday: 09/01 

 
Joanna Fest 
c/o Paul Fest 

934 Harvard Road 
Monroeville, PA  15146 

Birthday: 05/01 
 

Lois Fleming 
317 Wellness Way 

Strabane Trail Village 
Washington, PA  15301 
Phone: 724-229-8121 

Birthday: 10/18 
 

Edna Lee 
The Cedars Room 233 

4363 Northern Pike 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-373-3900 

Birthday: 07/30 
 

James Litzinger  
118 Kelvington Drive 

Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-372-2280 

Birthday: 07/16 
 

Edna Nield 
Beatty Point Room 232 

700 Beatty Road 
Monroeville, PA  15146 
Phone: 412-373-3702 

Birthday: 11/26 

 

Food Pantry 
 

 

Nancy and Steve Smith delivered 26 bags of 
food to the Cross Roads Food Pantry on    
February 11th. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this 
much needed ministry. 

 

Words You Live By 
 

 
…”You, Lord, are all I have, and you give me 
all I need; my future is in your hands.  How 
wonderful are your gifts to me; How good 
they are!” 
                                   Psalm 16:5-6 
 
…”I’ve learned that people will forget what 
you did, what you said, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel.” 
          Maya Angelou 
 
…”The reason people find it so hard to be 
happy is that they always see the Past as   
better than it was, the Present worse than it is 
and the Future less resolved than it will be.” 
      Marcel Pagnol (1895-1974) 
 
…”When you encounter difficulties and   
contradictions, don not try to break them, but 
bend them with gentleness and time.” 
           St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622) 



 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  
2009 Council Members/Church Committees/Staff/Coordinators 

Council Officers                                                                                                                                    *Non-Council Mem-
 

Title  
 

Name 
 

Telephone 
 

E-Mail  

President Roxanne Lindgren 724-744-7185 
home 

lindgren5@comcast.net 

Vice-President / Worship Bob Rossetti  412-372-8269 BobRossetti@hotmail.com  

Secretary  Rose Shirer 724-327-0482 rmshirer@comcast.net 

Treasurer David Pogue (*)  412-795-0687 MACLEN23@aol.com 

Financial Secretary Steve Smith (*)  724-733-2027 swsmith23@aol.com 

Council Members Representing Church Committees 

Education Margie Short 412-417-3493 cell mshort537@aol.com 

Finance Dusty Rhodes 412-372-4188 DUSTYRHO4@aol.com  

Property Dave Lanzer 412-373-3907 Daveirl2@comcast.net 

Service Betsy Allen 412-874-2492 cell Shoestoo@yahoo.com 

 Jeanne Lewis 412-824-0668 jalewis216@msn.com 

Stewardship David Miller 412-795-3866 DavidMiller1970@hotmail.com 

Witness Jim Peterson 412-721-4242 petersoj@teccowestinghouse.com  

  Donna Barr 412-372-0404 home 
412-243-3400 x 313 

dbarr@milestonecentersinc.org 

Worship 
 

Kit Kratzenberg 724-327-2357 home 
412-491-7609 cell 

vernakit@aol.com 

 Bob Rossetti 412-372-8269 BobRossetti@hotmail.com 

Staff    

Pastor Rev. Dr. Eric D. Ash, 412-372-2934 pastoreric@goodshepherdlife.org 

Parish Secretary Bernadine Zvolensky 412-372-2934 bernadine@goodshepherdlife.org 

Director of Bell Choir  Judy Stewart 724-327-7293 jjjsss4@aol.com 

Director of Music Doug Duca 412-372-2934 DDuca92001@aol.com 

Nursery Care Giver Mary Marci 412-824-6451  

Custodians Mike & Linda Sargo 724-327-3416 wopp707@comcast.net 

Coordinators    

Director of Sunday School Rose Shirer 724-327-0482 rmshirer@comcast.net 

Assistant Director of Sunday Roxanne Lindgren 724-744-7185 lindgren5@comcast.net 

VBS Coordinator  Roxanne Lindgren 724-744-7185 lindgren5@comcast.net 

Mutual Ministry  Cathy Holm 412-372-5802 cathyholm@verizon.net  

Shepherd’s Staff Editor Jan Roth 724-733-8616   

Altar Guild  Adrienne McCurry 724-327-3634   

  

Updated - 02/23/09 BZ 



 



 DOUG DUCA IN CONCERT 
Doug Duca, Choir Director and Organist at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, will be featured in 
“The Rising Stars of Church Music” program as part of First Lutheran Church’s “Music at Midday” 
series.  Doug will be  playing on Wednesday, April 1, from 12:30 –12:55 PM at First Lutheran Church, 
Pittsburgh, across from the U.S. Steel Tower.  The concert is free and open to the public. 
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Holy Hodge-Podge… Things Seen, Read and Heard…  
...That May Give You Pause To Think…  

 
 
...I’m starting to write this today - Saturday, March 7th at 3:00 pm and It’s 70° on my deck.  Can this be 
the arrival of Spring?  I’m sure that we all hope for this to be so.  My whole neighborhood has been out 
today - walking, running, bike riding, walking their dogs…  I even saw people wearing shorts.         
However, I remember last year when I put boots, snow shovel, and gloves away too soon only to have 
mother nature play a trick on us by delivering more snow and cold temperatures and winds.  Winter 
needs will have to wait for me to store them this year. 
 

...By the way, Daylight Savings Time starts at 2:00 am tomorrow (March 8th), Mea Culpa because I 
forgot to mention it in the last Shepherd’s Staff.  Seems early but it started the same time last year.  
Hope you made it to church on time. 
 

...Easter Sunday is April 12th...The Holiest day of the church year.  The day will echo with “He is 
Risen - He has Risen Indeed .”  Please read about the Lenten Season events here at The Good 
Shepherd.  Share in Jesus’ passion, death and His glorious resurrection on Easter Day…  His promise 
of eternal life for all true believers is the basis of our Christian faith.  Praise God. 
 

...Hope all of you had your pictures taken for our new church directory.  It’s a wonderful way to get to 
know each other…  To be able to put a face with a name.  Your Witness Committee has done a great 
job in getting the ball rolling to publish this directory.  Smile - God Loves You!  
 

...A few quotes from Reader’s Digest on friendship: 
 

        “A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out.”  Walter Winchell 
 

        “Every business is built on friendship.”  J.C. Penney 
 

        “The best mirror is an old friend.”  George Herbert, Welsh Poet 
 

  ...And a favorite hymn of mine “What A Friend We Have In Jesus.” 
 

     A Blessed Easter, Friends, 
 

      Jan Roth, Editor 

 

Kitchen Kapers Kontinued … 
 
 
...In case you haven’t noticed there’s a new freezer in the Fellowship Hall.  The old one was not repair-
able and needed more defrosting than what people could do.  Food stuffs were ice creams, bread etc.  
That were coated with ice crystals and were inedible, unmarked and unused and tossed out.  Remem-
ber the           by-words… WASTE NOT - WANT NOT - A saying that has real meaning in today’s disas-
trous and    depressed economy. 

 
The new freezer is Frost-Free  - Hurrah!!!!  It was purchase with left-over money from the Dick and Alice 
Schimdt Family’s memorial funds, especially donated for kitchen needs like refrigerator, pots, pans etc. 
 
Members may place things to be frozen in this new freezer for a future event BUT things MUST have a 
label on it - date placed there, name on committee or individual responsible.  Stickers are on the      
cupboard on the door.  Anything that is OPENED like ice cream, bread, veggies, fruit etc. MUST be       
removed when your event is over - divide it up among workers, but please take it home. 
 
The same goes for the Kitchen - NOTHING should be left in the fridge thinking someone else will be 
able to use it.  Use the stickers on the door, please.  And remember “WASTE NOT - WANT NOT.” 

 
      Thank you, 
 
      Kitchen Workers United 



 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 

The Easter Egg Hunt is April 4, 2009, at 9am.   
 

We can use your help.   
 

Anyone who would like to volunteer their time 
to help that day would be appreciated.  It is  
only a four to five hour commitment.  We  
need cooks, helpers for activities & crafts,  
clean up crew,    donations and others.  There 
will be sign-up sheets in the hallway by  
room 3 or you can contact Rose Shirer at 
rmshirer@comcast.net or (724) 327-0482.   
As always we will be collecting wrapped candy 
for the eggs and donation boxes will be placed 
in the Library and Narthex. 

 

Simple Suppers and Vespers 
 

Our last Lenten gathering will be on      
Wednesday, April 1st for fellowship and wor-
ship.  We begin with a simple supper of soup, 
salad, and bread in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 
PM.  At 7:00 PM we will move to the chancel 
for Evening Prayer  (Vespers).  The worship 
will include a series of sermons with the theme 
“The Hard Sayings of Jesus.”  Everyone is 
invited.  A sign-up sheet to provide food for 
the Simple Suppers is in the Narthex. 

 

Easter Breakfast 
 

Celebrate Easter morning with your family and 
friends at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  
Fellowship Hall will be open for breakfast at 
7:15 am through 10:15 am.  The regular feast 
of ham, eggs, hash browns, pancakes coffee, 
juices and an assortment of breakfast cakes 
await you and your family.  Come early and 
break bread with us. 

 

Keeping God’s House 
 

The construction project is almost done! 
Last December our congregation  
approved $180,000 for renovations to 
our building and a three-year capital       
campaign to support them. The cost of 
the construction was borrowed from our 
reserve funds with the intention of     
paying it back over that three year     
period. In February all our members   
received a pledge card on which to I  
ndicate their level of financial support 
for this program. If you have not re-
turned your pledge card yet, it is not too 
late to do so. We calculate that if all our     
members  increase their giving by about 
15% and designate it for the Capital 
Campaign for the three years, we will 
successfully replenish out reserves.   
Contributions for the renovations can be 
placed in your Keeping God’s House 
envelopes with the red and blue print-
ing. Extra envelopes can be found in the 
pew rack. 

 

Thank You 
 

Olga McFarland would like to thank   
everyone for their prayers, visits, cards 
and phone calls she received during her 
recent hospital stay.   

 

Thank You 
 

Dick McClain would like to thank  
everyone for their prayers and get well 
cards during his recent hospital stay. 

 

Thank You 
 

I just wanted to thank everyone at The 
Good Shepherd Church for providing  
me with a beautiful new office.  It is so 
bright and cheery!   It is so nice to be 
able to see who is coming in and out of 
the church building.  
            Bernadine   

 

Easter Baskets 
 

The Service Committee is collecting donations 
for Easter baskets for the shut-ins.  We are in 
need of Easter candy, trinkets, baskets, & grass.  
Monetary donations are also being accepted.  A  
donation basket will be in the narthex. 



 

Serving the month of April 

 
    Acolytes  (8:00 am) 
 
 04/05 Ryan Satira  (Palm Sunday) 
 04/12 TBA  (Easter) 
 04/19 TBA 
 04/26 AnnaMarie Kun 
 
    Acolytes  (10:30 am) 
 
 04/05 Alex & Ashley Elizeus 
 04/12 Alex & Ashley Elizeus 
 04/19 Ashly Pipes, Collin Berdis 
 04/26 Melissa Pugliano, Rachel Hellested 
 
    Altar Guild  
 
    8:00 am  Carol Ponist 
 10:30 am  Bette Hamill, Marie Kehlert 
 
    Greeters (8:00 am) 
 
 04/05 Jenny Stoll  (Palm Sunday) 
 04/12 Mandy Ash, Brittany Shirer  (Easter) 
 04/19 Margaret Golick 
 04/26 Roy, Sheila, Cassandra, Abby  
  and Kyle Wilkinson 
 
    Greeters  (10:30 am) 
 
  04/05 Peggy Hickey & Bill Kerr 
 04/12 Peggy Hickey & Bill Kerr 
 04/19 Peggy Hickey & Bill Kerr 
 04/26 Peggy Hickey & Bill Kerr 
 
    Ushers  
 
 8:00 am  David, Daniel & AnnaMarie Kun 
           10:30 am  Dan and Paul Casebeer, Linda Marino 
 
    Counters  
 

 Steve Smith, Fred & Diane Giesler 

  

Lutheran Camping Ministry / Camp Lutherlyn 
 
 
Our designated agency for our Calendar of Caring 
this month is Camp Lutherlyn.  Please use your 
green   envelopes if you wish to contribute.  Here 
are some Lutherlyn interesting facts: 

 

· Lutherlyn began in 1943 as the vision of      
several clergy and lay people of the Pittsburgh 
Synod of the ELCA.  In 1945 they met to      
establish a leadership training camp for the 
synod. 

 

· Summer camp attendance grew from 425 in the 
early days to nearly 1,600 currently. 

 

· Since going “year round” in 1971, yearly use 
has grown to approximately 15,000. 

 

· Since 1985, a group ropes initiatives course, a 
new dining hall, 20 new cabins, an               
environmental education center, and swimming 
pool have been built and most of the older 
buildings have been remodeled. 

 

· Annually, more than $30,000 in discounts and 
camperships are awarded so that no one is 
turned away from Lutherlyn because of        
financial need. 

 

· Over the years, Lutherlyn has played a decisive 
role or nurturing role in lives of many people 
who are now in full time church vocations     
including the ordained ministry, youth work, and 
outdoor ministries. 

 

· Lutherlyn is accredited and approved by the 
American Camp Association as a camp that 
meets the highest standards of excellence in 
program, safety, and professional practice. 

 

· A new Worship and Music Center is under  
construction and will be ready for use in 2009. 

 





����� � ��������	�
�

����� � 
�����
��������
� �����������
�

����� � 
����������
�

����� � ������������
� 
������������
� ����	��������� �
� !��"�#��������	�
�

����� � �������	$������
�
����� � %����	�&������
� ������������� �
�
����	 � ���"��&�������
� �

����
 � '������������
�

����� � �����"$������$���
� 
�����#��	(�
� ����	��'�������
� &�	���'�"�	�
� 
�����(�
��������������������	���$��
�

����� � #���������������� �
�

����� � %�	��)��������
�

����� � ���"���������
� *����#�����
� 
�����"��������
�

����� � %������$���
�

����� � %��������������
� +� ���"�������
� ������
��������������%�		������,���
� �������� ������
�

����� � ������������ �
� ���������(�$�
� ���������$������
� ��  ��&�		���
� ��"��&���$�

����� � #��� ����������
� �
����	 � ����"����������
� &����	���������		��
� 
��������$���	�
�

����
 � �����
�  ���
� ���$��������
� %������	����
�

����� � 
�����#�������
� *�"����%��"���"(�
�
����� � ������"&����"�
� 
�����������
� ���-�����&������
� �������	���� �
�

����� � ��,,����!��(����
� #��	"����)�������
�

����� � ���������"��
�

����� � '����������	���
� �

����� � �������	���
� &���������������
� &���	���%����
�

����� � �	��������	��
� ��������������
� ��		����
�������������������.�	��-"�$�
�

����� � &���	��"���"&�����
� �������������
� �

����	 � ������)��������
� �

����
 � �	���������
� �����		��,�����
� '������$����
� '�����������
�

����� � ���/��������
� ���!��(����
� ���/�������� ���
�

����� � ����������
� %�"����������	���
� ������������	���

�
��������������





 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                   NONPROFIT ORG 
4503 Old William Penn Highway                                 U.S. POSTAGE  
Monroeville, Pennsylvania  15146-1798                               PAID  
                                   PITTSBURGH, PA 
                                   PERMIT NO. 4139  
                     
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Shepherd’s Staff is published monthly to serve as a means of communication among members and  
friends of The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  News items, comments or letters may be submitted to the Editor. 

 

Desktop Publisher: Bernadine Zvolensky 
Editor: Jan Roth 

Volunteers: The Mailing Ladies 
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